
 

 

The Importance of Making a Will 

In Alberta, a Will ensures your assets are distributed according to your wishes after your death. 
It also allows you to name an executor to manage your estate and appoint a guardian for minor 
children. Having a Will reduces stress on loved ones and ensures your intentions are respected. 

 

Types of Wills in Alberta 

1.​ Formal or Conventional Wills: Typically prepared with a lawyer. Must be signed by you 
(or on your behalf) and witnessed by two people who are not beneficiaries or your 
spouse.​
 

2.​ Holograph Wills: Handwritten and signed by you without witnesses. Valid in Alberta but 
not always in other provinces. Often incomplete or difficult to enforce.​
 

3.​ Soldiers' Wills: Created without witnesses by Canadian Armed Forces members or 
mariners on active duty. Valid after service, but formalizing later is recommended.​
 

 

Preparing a Will 

To ensure your Will is legally sound, consult a lawyer. The Law Society of Alberta’s Lawyer 
Referral Service (1-800-661-1095) can help. CMS members can also access discounted 
services through our professional partners—see the Services Directory tab for details. 

 

If There Is No Will 

Dying without a Will means your estate is distributed according to Alberta’s Wills and 
Succession Act, which may not reflect your wishes. 
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Storing Your Will 

Your Executor will require the original Will. Keep it safe and accessible. Options include: 

●​ At Home: In a fireproof safe. 
●​ Safety Deposit Box: Accessible by your executor. Check with your bank to understand 

access requirements.  
●​ With a Lawyer: Check availability if the firm closes. 

 

Grant of Probate 

An executor needs: 

●​ A death certificate, 
●​ Identification for executors, 
●​ A grant of probate to manage assets. 

Applying for probate independently is possible, but legal assistance is recommended for 
complex cases. 

 

Cost of Making a Will 

Costs vary based on complexity, with simple Wills typically costing several hundred dollars. 
Consulting a lawyer ensures your wishes are legally protected. 

 

Resources 

●​ Centre for Public Legal Education Alberta (CPLEA): Offers clear, accessible legal 
information to help Albertans make informed decisions. 

●​ The GRIEF Plan: Provides comprehensive estate planning services, including Wills, 
personal directives, and financial preparedness options. They also assist with estate 
taxes and probate paperwork. 

By planning ahead and creating a valid Will, you protect your legacy and provide peace of mind 
to your loved ones. 
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https://www.cplea.ca/
https://www.thegriefplan.ca/end-of-life-planning.html
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